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SUMMARY 

 In recent years emphasis on the transmission of cultural practices through time has been placed 
more on rupture, innovation and ‘invention’ rather than on continuity. The ethnography of the modalities 
for the transmission of masking practices with reference to the Ladin Carnival of the Val di Fassa 
(Dolomites, Northern Italy) Bulgaria and Northern Croatia (but no doubt also elsewhere in Europe) suggests 
that the weakening of the historic function of masquerading as a rite de passage has on the one hand 
‘privatized’ the masks, but has on the other hand fostered the search for ‘authenticity’ and ‘philological 
continuity’ of contemporary masking practices. 
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